254"                 NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

Moreover one finds today violence resorted to by rival Con-
gressmen at Congress meetings. The gross indiscipline and
fraud practised at Congress elections are all illustrations of
Congress violence. It is difficult to say, therefore, who if
any, are non-violent Congressmen- If they were in a majo-
rity in the Congress and if they played an effective part in
Hindu-Muslim clashes, they could stop them or at least
give their lives in stopping them. If the bulk of Congress-
men were truly non-violent. Muslims would be obliged to
confess that Congressmen could not be accused of anti-
Muslim bias. It is not enough for Congressmen to say th^t
they have not been found guilty of incorrect attitude. I may
be proved to be legally correct, but may fail miserably if
my action was examined in non-violent scales. But this non-
violence has to be non-violence of the brave and the strong.
It must come from inward conviction. I have, therefore,
not hesitated to say that it is better to be violent, if there is
violence in our'breasts, than to put on the cloak of non-
violence to cover impotence. Violence is any day preferable
to impotence. There is hope for a violent man to become
non-violent. There is no such hope for the impotent.

Sevagram, 17-10-539

Hanjan, 21-10-1939
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UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORT?

Several British friends are puzzled and ask, "Have you
really said you will give unconditional support to Great
Britain as you are reported to have said?" The origin of
this report lies in my very first statement after my talk with
the Viceroy. The phrase 'unconditional support' does not
occur in that statement. But had the Congress appreciated
the position I took up, Congress support would have been
unconditional in the sense that the Congress would not have
asked for a clarification of Britain's war aims. But the Work-
ing Committee could not honestly take up that position.
Therefore it passed, as it had every right and justification